WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART (1756-1791)
Don Giovanni

SYNOPSIS
ACTI

Leporello, the servant of the licentious nobleman Don Giovanni, is keeping watch while his
master attempts to seduce the Commendatore’s daughter, Donna Anna. He complains about
his thankless job, with no sleep and little pay. Suddenly, Anna rushes out of the house; she
struggles with the masked Giovanni but is unsuccessful in discovering his identity. She screams
and goes for help. The Commendatore appears; he challenges Giovanni to a duel and is killed.
Giovanni and Leporello escape, while Anna returns to the scene with her fiancé Don Ottavio
and finds her father dead. She asks Ottavio to help her avenge the Commendatore’s death.

In the morning, while Leporello is attempting to persuade his master to reform his womanizing
ways, they see a veiled woman. It's Donna Elvira, one of Giovanni’s former lovers, who rages
over his betrayal. Not yet recognizing Elvira, Giovanni, thrilled by the possibility of another
conquest, approaches her to comfort her, but she recognizes him as the man who had seduced
and abandoned her. Stunned, Giovanni makes an escape, leaving Leporello to explain to Elvira
the scale of his master’'s womanizing.

Masetto and his bride Zerlina are to be married at a peasant wedding. Giovanni notices Zerlina
and decides to seduce her. Elvira interrupts him and urges Zerlina to flee her suitor. Ottavio and
Anna see Giovanni and appeal to him for help in their pursuit of the murderer of Anna’s father.
When Giovanni excuses himself, Anna recognizes his voice. She reveals to Ottavio that
Giovanni was the masked intruder who had tried to rape her and had killed her father. She and
Ottavio are now more determined than ever to avenge the Commendatore’s death.

Later that evening, Giovanni is entertaining the peasants with a party at his home. Zerlina, alone
with Masetto, hears the Don’s voice nearby, and becomes agitated, making her fiancé
suspicious. Masetto hides but Giovanni sees Zerlina and renews his attention towards her.
Masetto suddenly catches the Don by surprise; regaining his composure, Giovanni says he and
Zerlina were merely looking for Masetto, and he invites them to join the party. Seeing an
opportunity to take their revenge on Giovanni, Elvira, Anna, and Ottavio all appear masked at
the Don’s home, where they are welcomed by Leporello. While everyone is dancing, Giovanni
attempts to drag Zerlina into an adjoining room. When she cries for help, Giovanni pins the
blame on Leporello. Elvira, Anna, and Ottavio remove their masks and, with Zerlina and
Masetto, all accuse Giovanni, but he and Leporello manage to slip away.

ACTII

Leporello threatens to leave his master, but Giovanni enlists him into another scheme. They
exchange clothes and Leporello is instructed to lure Elvira away so Giovanni can seduce
Elvira’s maid, Zerlina. While Giovanni serenades Zerlina, Masetto arrives with a band of armed
villagers on the hunt for Giovanni. They encounter “Leporello”, to whom Masetto reveals his
intent to kill Giovanni. The disguised Giovanni tricks Masetto into handing over his weapons,
then beats him up and runs off. Zerlina finds her wounded fiancé and comforts him.



Later, “Giovanni” and Elvira are surprised by Anna, Ottavio, Zerlina, and Masetto. They all
denounce the “Don”, while Elvira begs that they spare him. Desperate to save himself, Leporello
reveals his identity, and escapes.

In a cemetery, Giovanni laughingly tells an annoyed Leporello about his recent escapades. He
hears a ghostly voice and encounters the statue of the Commendatore. Giovanni orders the
terrified Leporello to invite the statue to dinner. The statue accepts.

At his home, Giovanni begins to dine, while an anxious Leporello sneaks food from the table.
Elvira bursts in to make a last-ditch effort to persuade the Don to change his ways, but he
mocks her. Furious, she leaves, but then rushes back the other way, screaming: the statue of
the Commendatore has arrived. As Leporello hides, the statue asks the Don to repent; Giovanni
refuses and is consumed by flames. Elvira, Anna, Zerlina, Ottavio, Masetto, and Leporello
emerge, contemplating their respective futures and the fate of an immoral man.
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